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It is a widespread prejudice of modern, scientific society that "magic" is merely a ludicrous amalgam of
recipes and methods derived from primitive and erroneous notions about nature. Eros and Magic in the
Renaissance challenges this view, providing an in-depth scholarly explanation of the workings of magic and
showing that magic continues to exist in an altered form even today.

Renaissance magic, according to Ioan Couliano, was a scientifically plausible attempt to manipulate
individuals and groups based on a knowledge of motivations, particularly erotic motivations. Its key
principle was that everyone (and in a sense everything) could be influenced by appeal to sexual desire. In
addition, the magician relied on a profound knowledge of the art of memory to manipulate the imaginations
of his subjects. In these respects, Couliano suggests, magic is the precursor of the modern psychological and
sociological sciences, and the magician is the distant ancestor of the psychoanalyst and the advertising and
publicity agent.

In the course of his study, Couliano examines in detail the ideas of such writers as Giordano Bruno, Marsilio
Ficino, and Pico della Mirandola and illuminates many aspects of Renaissance culture, including heresy,
medicine, astrology, alchemy, courtly love, the influence of classical mythology, and even the role of fashion
in clothing.

Just as science gives the present age its ruling myth, so magic gave a ruling myth to the Renaissance.
Because magic relied upon the use of images, and images were repressed and banned in the Reformation and
subsequent history, magic was replaced by exact science and modern technology and eventually forgotten.
Couliano's remarkable scholarship helps us to recover much of its original significance and will interest a
wide audience in the humanities and social sciences.
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From reader reviews:

David Eaton:

In other case, little folks like to read book Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback).
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback). You can add information and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Mark Hoffman:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Eros and Magic in the Renaissance
(Chicago Original Paperback) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Donald Fujita:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their
book. One of them is this Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback).

Roberta Haile:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Eros and Magic in the Renaissance (Chicago Original Paperback)
why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.
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