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An indigenous reservation in the colony of Victoria, Australia, the Coranderrk Aboriginal Station was a
major site of cross-cultural contact the mid-nineteenth century and early twentieth. Coranderrk was located
just outside Melbourne, and from its opening in the 1860s the colonial government commissioned many
photographs of its Aboriginal residents. The photographs taken at Coranderrk Station circulated across the
western world; they were mounted in exhibition displays and classified among other ethnographic “data”
within museum collections. The immense Coranderrk photographic archive is the subject of this detailed,
richly illustrated examination of the role of visual imagery in the colonial project. Offering close readings of
the photographs in the context of Australian history and nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
photographic practice, Jane Lydon reveals how western society came to understand Aboriginal people
through these images. At the same time, she demonstrates that the photos were not solely a tool of colonial
exploitation. The residents of Coranderrk had a sophisticated understanding of how they were portrayed, and
they became adept at manipulating their representations.

Lydon shows how the photographic portrayals of the Aboriginal residents of Coranderrk changed over time,
reflecting various ideas of the colonial mission—from humanitarianism to control to assimilation. In the
early twentieth century, the images were used on stereotypical postcards circulated among the white
population, showing what appeared to be compliant, transformed Aboriginal subjects. The station closed in
1924 and disappeared from public view until it was rediscovered by scholars years later. Aboriginal
Australians purchased the station in 1998, and, as Lydon describes, today they are using the Coranderrk
photographic archive in new ways, to identify family members and tell stories of their own.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob King:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them
is this Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories).

Hollie Hoffman:

The guide with title Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories) contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Ralph Capra:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous
Australians (Objects/Histories) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians (Objects/Histories)
to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Juana Houck:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous
Australians (Objects/Histories) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a
book and study it. Beside that the book Eye Contact: Photographing Indigenous Australians
(Objects/Histories) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're



doing of the time.
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