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Pat Nixon may be the least understood of modern first ladies. Although public opinion polls rated her one of
our nation's most admired women, few Americans really knew much about her.

This first scholarly biography of Thelma Ryan Nixon—the first biography in thirty-five years and the first to
access her papers—goes further than any other book to show readers the real Pat Nixon. Lester David's The
Lonely Lady of San Clemente painted her as a tragic figure while Julie Nixon Eisenhower's adoring Pat
Nixon: The Untold Story fell short of offering an objective portrait. Now Mary Brennan moves beyond the
oversimplified appraisals of this neglected first lady to provide a powerful study of a complex and
fascinating presidential spouse.

Drawing on Mrs. Nixon's recently opened papers—as well as on recollections of both friends and
adversaries—Brennan debunks the myth of "Plastic Pat" and fleshes out the real woman behind the stories
and stereotypes. The Nixons had more in common with small-town Americans than with Washington
society, and Brennan shows that part of Pat's difficulty in dealing with the political world was that she never
quite left the "normal" Pat behind. Political and social upheaval during her husband's presidency further
complicated her role as first lady, as she had to confront a shifting cultural terrain with the whole world
watching.

Brennan emphasizes Pat's activism—the first presidential wife to serve as official government representative,
as well as the most traveled—and examines her complicated relationship with her husband. Often seen as a
"good soldier," Pat, in reality, engaged in constant warfare with her husband and his advisers as she tried to
protect her own schedule from interference from the West Wing.

Blending empathy and objectivity, Brennan shows that Pat Nixon was a strong woman caught up in
circumstances beyond her control who did as her ancestors had done: gritted her teeth and got the job done as
best she could. This account of an embattled first lady opens a new window on the Nixon years and finally
allows Pat Nixon to take center stage in her own life.
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From reader reviews:

Mable Watkins:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Pat Nixon: Embattled First Lady
(Modern First Ladies). All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Charles Collier:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Pat Nixon:
Embattled First Lady (Modern First Ladies) is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

David McKenney:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Pat Nixon: Embattled First Lady (Modern First Ladies), you may tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Frankie Lampkins:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Pat Nixon: Embattled First Lady
(Modern First Ladies) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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