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In this deeply learned work, Toshihiko Izutsu compares the metaphysical and mystical thought-systems of
Sufism and Taoism and discovers that, although historically unrelated, the two share features and patterns
which prove fruitful for a transhistorical dialogue. His original and suggestive approach opens new doors in
the study of comparative philosophy and mysticism.

Izutsu begins with Ibn 'Arabi, analyzing and isolating the major ontological concepts of this most
challenging of Islamic thinkers. Then, in the second part of the book, Izutsu turns his attention to an analysis
of parallel concepts of two great Taoist thinkers, Lao-tzu and Chuang-tzu. Only after laying bare the
fundamental structure of each world view does Izutsu embark, in the final section of the book, upon a
comparative analysis. Only thus, he argues, can he be sure to avoid easy and superficial comparisons. Izutsu
maintains that both the Sufi and Taoist world views are based on two pivots—the Absolute Man and the
Perfect Man—with a whole system of oncological thought being developed between these two pivots. Izutsu
discusses similarities in these ontological systems and advances the hypothesis that certain patterns of
mystical and metaphysical thought may be shared even by systems with no apparent historical connection.

This second edition of Sufism and Taoism is the first published in the United States. The original edition,
published in English and in Japan, was prized by the few English-speaking scholars who knew of it as a
model in the field of comparative philosophy. Making available in English much new material on both sides
of its comparison, Sufism and Taoism richly fulfills Izutsu's motivating desire "to open a new vista in the
domain of comparative philosophy."
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Pepper:

The feeling that you get from Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts is a
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key
Philosophical Concepts giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts instantly.

Lewis Skinner:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is usually Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts.

Bernard Lewis:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key Philosophical Concepts can
be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Jack Murray:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely Sufism and Taoism: A Comparative Study of Key
Philosophical Concepts. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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