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Biology until recently has been the neglected stepchild of science, and many educated people have little
grasp of how biology explains the natural world. Yet to address the major political and moral questions that
face us today, we must acquire an understanding of their biological roots. This magisterial new book by
Ernst Mayr will go far to remedy this situation. An eyewitness to this century's relentless biological advance
and the creator of some of its most important concepts, Mayr is uniquely qualified to offer a vision of science
that places biology firmly at the center, and a vision of biology that restores the primacy of holistic,
evolutionary thinking.

As he argues persuasively, the physical sciences cannot address many aspects of nature that are unique to
life. Living organisms must be understood at every level of organization; they cannot be reduced to the laws
of physics and chemistry. Mayr's approach is refreshingly at odds with the reductionist thinking that
dominated scientific research earlier in this century, and will help to redirect how people think about the
natural world.

This Is Biology can also be read as a "life history" of the discipline--from its roots in the work of Aristotle,
through its dormancy during the Scientific Revolution and its flowering in the hands of Darwin, to its
spectacular growth with the advent of molecular techniques. Mayr maps out the territorial overlap between
biology and the humanities, especially history and ethics, and carefully describes important distinctions
between science and other systems of thought, including theology. Both as an overview of the sciences of
life and as the culmination of a remarkable life in science, This Is Biology will richly reward professionals
and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

The book This Is Biology: The Science of the Living World make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book This Is Biology:
The Science of the Living World to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
open up and read a publication This Is Biology: The Science of the Living World. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Joseph Wilson:

This This Is Biology: The Science of the Living World are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this This Is Biology: The Science of the Living World can be one
of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person
with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this This Is Biology:
The Science of the Living World forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Audrey Stockman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping This Is
Biology: The Science of the Living World that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
much better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick This Is Biology: The Science of the Living World
become your starter.

Karin Decker:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This This Is Biology: The Science of the Living
World is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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