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Recent decades have seen a dramatic shift away from social forms of gambling played around roulette
wheels and card tables to solitary gambling at electronic terminals. Slot machines, revamped by ever more
compelling digital and video technology, have unseated traditional casino games as the gambling industry's
revenue mainstay. Addiction by Design takes readers into the intriguing world of machine gambling, an
increasingly popular and absorbing form of play that blurs the line between human and machine, compulsion
and control, risk and reward.

Drawing on fifteen years of field research in Las Vegas, anthropologist Natasha Dow Schüll shows how the
mechanical rhythm of electronic gambling pulls players into a trancelike state they call the "machine zone,"
in which daily worries, social demands, and even bodily awareness fade away. Once in the zone, gambling
addicts play not to win but simply to keep playing, for as long as possible--even at the cost of physical and
economic exhaustion. In continuous machine play, gamblers seek to lose themselves while the gambling
industry seeks profit. Schüll describes the strategic calculations behind game algorithms and machine
ergonomics, casino architecture and "ambience management," player tracking and cash access systems--all
designed to meet the market's desire for maximum "time on device." Her account moves from casino floors
into gamblers' everyday lives, from gambling industry conventions and Gamblers Anonymous meetings to
regulatory debates over whether addiction to gambling machines stems from the consumer, the product, or
the interplay between the two.

Addiction by Design is a compelling inquiry into the intensifying traffic between people and machines of
chance, offering clues to some of the broader anxieties and predicaments of contemporary life. At stake in
Schüll's account of the intensifying traffic between people and machines of chance is a blurring of the line
between design and experience, profit and loss, control and compulsion.
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From reader reviews:

Cecil Hardin:

The book Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Addiction by Design:
Machine Gambling in Las Vegas? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Ryan Young:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need this specific Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las
Vegas to read.

Patrice Eubanks:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas
as your daily resource information.

Carolyn Cook:

This Addiction by Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas is brand new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Addiction by Design:
Machine Gambling in Las Vegas can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book
is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking



for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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