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Authoring the Past surveys medieval Catalan historiography, shedding light on the emergence and evolution
of historical writing and autobiography in the Middle Ages, on questions of authority and authorship, and on
the links between history and politics during the period. Jaume Aurell examines texts from the late twelfth to
the late fourteenth century—including the Latin Gesta comitum Barcinonensium and four texts in medieval
Catalan: James I’s Llibre dels fets, the Crònica of Bernat Desclot, the Crònica of Ramon Muntaner, and the
Crònica of Peter the Ceremonious—and outlines the different motivations for the writing of each. 

For Aurell, these chronicles are not mere archaeological artifacts but rather documents that speak to their
writers’ specific contemporary social and political purposes. He argues that these Catalonian counts and
Aragonese kings were attempting to use their role as authors to legitimize their monarchical status, their
growing political and economic power, and their aggressive expansionist policies in the Mediterranean. By
analyzing these texts alongside one another, Aurell demonstrates the shifting contexts in which chronicles
were conceived, written, and read throughout the Middle Ages.

The first study of its kind to make medieval Catalonian writings available to English-speaking audiences,
Authoring the Past will be of interest to scholars of history and comparative literature, students of Hispanic
and Romance medieval studies, and medievalists who study the chronicle tradition in other languages.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan McLean:

Here thing why this Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Authoring the Past: History,
Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Authoring the Past: History,
Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Authoring the Past: History,
Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia in e-book can be your alternative.

Roberto Senn:

The experience that you get from Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval
Catalonia is the more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Authoring the Past: History,
Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this specific Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval
Catalonia instantly.

Charles Steen:

This Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography,
and Politics in Medieval Catalonia can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in
Medieval Catalonia giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Victoria Austin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within this



modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia when you necessary it?
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