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A survey of one of the giants of Renaissance thought, The Essays: A Selection collects some of Michel de
Montaigne's most startling and original works, translated from the French and edited with an introduction
and notes by M.A. Screech in Penguin Classics. To overcome a crisis of melancholy after the death of his
father, Montaigne withdrew to his country estates and began to write, and in the highly original essays that
resulted he discussed themes such as fathers and children, conscience and cowardice, coaches and cannibals,
and, above all, himself. On Some Lines of Virgil opens out into a frank discussion of sexuality and makes a
revolutionary case for the equality of the sexes. In On Experience he superbly propounds his thoughts on the
right way to live, while other essays touch on issues of an age struggling with religious and intellectual strife,
with France torn apart by civil war. These diverse subjects are united by Montaigne's distinctive voice - that
of a tolerant man, sceptical, humane, often humorous and utterly honest in his pursuit of the truth. M.A.
Screech's distinguished translation fully retains the light-hearted and inquiring nature of the essays. In his
introduction, he examines Montaigne's life and times, and the remarkable self-portrait that emerges from his
works. Michel de Montaigne (1533-1586) studied law and spent a number of years working as a counsellor
before devoting his life to reading, writing and reflection. If you enjoyed The Essays: A Selection, you might
like Francis Bacon's The Essays, also available in Penguin Classics.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

Here thing why this kind of The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The
Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) in
e-book can be your option.

Francine Nott:

The publication untitled The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) is the publication that recommended to
you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Brett Baker:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics)
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Essays: A Selection
(Penguin Classics) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like
reading in which.

Whitney Martinez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Essays: A Selection (Penguin Classics) can make you experience more
interested to read.
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