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In this ambitious work, Fred Weinstein confronts the obstacles that have increasingly frustrated our attempts
to explain social and historical reality. Traditionally, we have relied on history and social theory to describe
the ways people understand the world they live in. But the ordering explanations we have always
used—derived from the classical socia theories originaly forged by Marx, Tocqueville, Weber, Durkheim,
Freud—have collapsed.

In the wake of this collapse or "fall," the rival claims of fiction, psychoanalysis, sociology, anthropology, and
history have created the dilemma of radical relativism, the prospect of multiple interpretations of any
complex historical event. The basic strategy of social theory and the social sciences—the search for
underlying unities—proves so inherently contradictory and has provided so little in the way of reliable
knowledge of social and historical relationships that to many critics it seems no longer worth pursuing.

Weinstein enters the debate by rejecting any search for underlying structural unities, dynamic or social,
through which historians have attempted to find continuity with the past. He looks instead to ideological
processes, to the construction of successive and changing versions of reality that mediate between the power
of fantasy on the one side and the power of the social world on the other. He argues further that the need to
use ideological constructs in thisway accounts for the heterogeneous and changing content of social
movements and for the persistent need people have always had for authoritative leaders, evenin
democratized societies. He suggests that people have historically been able to take a step away from leaders
only by substituting the possession of objects such as property or money. This book is a breakthrough in
poststructuralist theory that is sure to stimulate considerable discussion, especially about the shape of the
social sciences and the future of historical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Sean Scruggs:

Baook will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide History and Theory after the Fall: An
Essay on Interpretation will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

David Ramos:

Often the book History and Theory after the Fall: An Essay on Interpretation has alot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Danid Love:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving History and Theory after the Fall:
An Essay on Interpretation that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but
for al of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you may pick History and Theory after the Fall: An Essay on Interpretation become your
Starter.

Megan Kelly:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever fegling doubt when you arein the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be History and Theory after the Fall: An Essay on
Interpretation why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you. Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.
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