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As cotton production shifted toward the southwestern states during the first half of the nineteenth century,
New Orleans became increasingly important to the South's plantation economy. Handling the city's wide-
ranging commerce was a globally oriented business community that represented a qualitatively unique form
of wealth accumulation - merchant capital - that was based on the extraction of profit from exchange
processes. However, like the slave-based mode of production with which they were allied, New Orleans
merchants faced growing pressures during the antebellum era. Their complacent failure to improve the port's
infrastructure or invest in manufacturing left them vulnerable to competition from the fast-devel oping
industrial economy of the North, weaknesses that were fatally exposed during the Civil War and
Reconstruction. Changes to regional and national economic structures after the Union victory prevented New
Orleans from recovering its commercial dominance, and the former first-rank American city quickly
devolved into a notorious site of political corruption and endemic poverty.
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From reader reviews:
Brandon Huff:

The book The Merchants Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South
(Cambridge Studies on the American South) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Merchants Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South (Cambridge
Studies on the American South) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open up and read areserve The Merchants Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the
Nineteenth-Century South (Cambridge Studies on the American South). Kinds of book are alot of. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Francine Nott:

Typically the book The Merchants Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-
Century South (Cambridge Studies on the American South) has alot info on it. So when you read this book
you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing
this book.

Philip Cooper:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is The Merchants Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South
(Cambridge Studies on the American South).

Hilary Winters:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Merchants Capital: New
Orleans and the Palitical Economy of the Nineteenth-Century South (Cambridge Studies on the American
South) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individua but for
al of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your



good habit, you may pick The Merchants' Capital: New Orleans and the Political Economy of the
Nineteenth-Century South (Cambridge Studies on the American South) become your starter.
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