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Troubling Vision addresses American culture’s fixation on black visibility, exploring how blackness is
persistently seen as a problem in public culture and even in black scholarship that challenges racist discourse.
Through trenchant analysis, Nicole R. Fleetwood reorients the problem of black visibility by turning
attention to what it means to see blackness and to the performative codes that reinforce, resignify, and disrupt
its meaning. Working across visual theory and performance studies, Fleetwood asks, How is the black body
visualized as both familiar and disruptive? How might we investigate the black body as a troubling presence
to the scopic regimes that define it as such? How is value assessed based on visible blackness?

Fleetwood documents multiple forms of engagement with the visual, even as she meticulously underscores
how the terms of engagement change in various performative contexts. Examining a range of practices from
the documentary photography of Charles “Teenie” Harris to the “excess flesh” performances of black female
artists and pop stars to the media art of Fatimah Tuggar to the iconicity of Michael Jackson, Fleetwood
reveals and reconfigures the mechanics, codes, and metaphors of blackness in visual culture.

“Troubling Vision is a path-breaking book that examines the problem of seeing blackness—the simultaneous
hyper-visibility and invisibility of African Americans—in US visual culture in the last half century. Weaving
together critical modes and methodologies from performance studies, art history, critical race studies, visual
culture analysis, and gender theory, Fleetwood expands Du Bois’s idea of double vision into a broad
questioning of whether ‘representation itself will resolve the problem of the black body in the field of
vision.’ With skilled attention to historical contexts, documentary practices, and media forms, she takes up
the works of a broad variety of cultural producers, from photographers and playwrights to musicians and
visual artists and examines black spectatorship as well as black spectacle. In chapters on the trope of ‘non-
iconicity’ in the photographs of Charles (Teenie) Harris, the ‘visible seams’ in the digital images of the artist
Fatimah Tuggar, and a coda on the un-dead Michael Jackson, Fleetwood's close analyses soar. Troubling
Vision is a beautifully written, original, and important addition to the field of American
Studies.”—Announcement of the American Studies Association for the 2012 Lora Romero First Book
Publication Prize
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Williams:

This book untitled Troubling Vision: Performance, Visuality, and Blackness to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Julia Sullivan:

Beside this Troubling Vision: Performance, Visuality, and Blackness in your phone, it could give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing
to have Troubling Vision: Performance, Visuality, and Blackness because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from now!

Brenda Seddon:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Troubling Vision: Performance, Visuality, and Blackness was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Joseph Mesta:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Troubling Vision: Performance,
Visuality, and Blackness to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle
the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and go through it. Beside that the guide Troubling Vision: Performance, Visuality, and Blackness can to be
your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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