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"Enthralling....If so compact a book can be magisterial, [this] is it.—Michael Dirda, Washington Post
Book World...    "A smart, literate survey of human life from paleolithic times until 9/11."—Edward
Rothstein, The New York Times

Why has human history been crowded into the last few thousand years? Why has it happened at all? Could it
have happened in a radically different way? What should we make of the disproportionate role of the West in
shaping the world we currently live in? This witty, intelligent hopscotch through human history addresses
these questions and more. Michael Cook sifts the human career on earth for the most telling nuggets and then
uses them to elucidate the whole. From the calendars of Mesoamerica and the temple courtesans of medieval
India to the intricacies of marriage among an aboriginal Australian tribe, Cook explains the sometimes
eccentric variety in human cultural expression. He guides us from the prehistoric origins of human history
across the globe through the increasing unification of the world, first by Muslims and then by European
Christians in the modern period, illuminating the contingencies that have governed broad historical change.
"A smart, literate survey of human life from paleolithic times until 9/11."—Edward Rothstein, The New York
Times 11 maps, 28 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Rubye Carter:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for us. The book A Brief History of the Human Race seemed to
be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The e-book A Brief History of the Human Race is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time
to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book A Brief History of the Human Race. You
never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Gregory Kim:

The knowledge that you get from A Brief History of the Human Race will be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but A Brief History of the Human Race giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So
it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this particular A Brief History of the Human Race instantly.

Peter Beaton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book A Brief History of the Human Race it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Jessie Adams:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A Brief History of the Human
Race, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.
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