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Although a handful of books and articles have been written about American literary Minimalism during the
last forty years, the mode remains misunderstood. When in a 2011 interview in The Paris Review author Ann
Beattie was asked how she felt about being “classed as a minimalist,” she began her answer: “none of us
have ever known what that means.” Her response brings into focus the lack of agreement or clarity about the
sources and definitions of literary Minimalism. Robert C. Clark’s American Literary Minimalism fills this
significant gap.
 
Clark demonstrates that, despite assertions by many scholars to the contrary, the movement originated in the
aesthetic programs of the Imagists and literary Impressionists active at the turn of the twentieth century. The
genre reflects the philosophy that “form is thought,” and that style alone dictates whether a poem, story, or
novel falls within the parameters of the tradition. The characteristics of Minimalist fiction are efficiency,
frequent use of allusion, and implication through omission.
 
Organizing his analysis both chronologically and according to lines of influence, Clark offers a definition of
the mode, describes its early stages, and then explores six works that reflect its core characteristics: Ernest
Hemingway’s In Our Time; Raymond Carver’s Cathedral; Jay McInerney’s Bright Lights, Big City; Susan
Minot’s Monkeys; Sandra Cisneros’s Caramelo; and Cormac McCarthy’s The Road. In his conclusion, Clark
discusses the ongoing evolution of the category.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed American
Literary Minimalism? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Mark Bottoms:

Here thing why this specific American Literary Minimalism are different and trustworthy to be yours. First
of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. American Literary Minimalism giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with American Literary Minimalism. It gives
you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of American Literary Minimalism in e-book can be your substitute.

Kathleen Knight:

The actual book American Literary Minimalism has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Joyce Martinez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be examine. American Literary Minimalism can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short free time problems.
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