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Does modernity make religion politically irrelevant? Conventional scholarly and popular wisdom says that it
does. The prevailing view assumes that the onset of western modernity--characterized by the rise of
nationalism, the dominance of capitalism, and the emergence of powerful state institutions--favors
secularism and relegates religion to the purely private realm. This collection of essays on nationalism and
religion in Europe and Asia challenges that view. Contributors show that religion and politics are mixed
together in complex and vitally important ways not just in the East, but in the West as well.

The book focuses on four societies: India, Japan, Britain, and the Netherlands. It shows that religion and
nationalism in these societies combined to produce such notions as the nation being chosen for a historical
task (imperialism, for example), the possibility of national revival, and political leadership as a form of
salvation. The volume also examines the qualities of religious discourse and practice that can be used for
nationalist purposes, paying special attention to how religion can help to give meaning to sacrifice in national
struggle. The book's comparative approach underscores that developments in colonizing and colonized
countries, too often considered separately, are subtly interrelated.

In addition to the editors, the contributors are Benedict R. Anderson, Talal Asad, Susan Bayly, Partha
Chatterjee, Frans Groot, Harry Harootunian, Hugh McLeod, Barbara Metcalf, and Peter van Rooden.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Worm:

The knowledge that you get from Nation and Religion is a more deep you digging the information that hide
inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but Nation and Religion giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy
to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this specific Nation and Religion instantly.

Amber Tyson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular
book that recommended to you personally is Nation and Religion this e-book consist a lot of the information
from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Sunny Weaver:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of many books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Nation and Religion. This book and that
is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Paul Queen:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Nation and Religion when you necessary it?
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